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Action for REACH OUT was officially established
in 1993. We offer services and support to
women working in the sex industry. We firmly
believe that sex work is a legitimate occupation
and we advocate the acceptance of sex workers’
rights and decriminalisation of sex work.
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AFRO is a registered charitable organisation, a
member of Hong Kong Women'’s Coalition on
Equal Opportunities, the Hong Kong Coalition of
AIDS Services Organizations, the Hong Kong
Council of Social Service, and the Global Alliance
against Traffic in Women.
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For the advancement of society, every individual’'s personal freedom,
dignity and basic human rights should be protected and promoted.
Society should embrace diversity and facilitate the efforts of all
sectors to bring about necessary social change to enable all persons
to enjoy their human rights.
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Every sex worker should have the rights to:

-- Obtain fair treatment by law;

-- Be free from coercion and violence;

-- Safeguard her/his own health;

-- Be treated as a person, a service provider, and not as a commodity;

% , -- Have the terms of contracts honoured and not changed without
e

consent.
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TEI42EL Executive Director

BnEstE T EE1E (32H8) Assistant Social Work

« BZ/L YIM Kit Sum Kendy Officer (P/T)

= #/ 18 B E1E Senior Programme Officer * 7718 FUNG Suk Yi Tiffany

* ¥REIZ CHUI Man Chi Cherry

= T /EBNIE Social Work Assistant

I8 H E £ Programme Officer . B=44 NG Ka Vi Katie

* E/55%48 PANG Sze Wan Sylvan (£ til 8/2019)

Z 5T ( &7 ) Accountant (Volunteer)

* F243E2 Tam Yee Ha Lucy
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* 2253 Leung Hoi Shan Hazel (F3 from 9/2019)

Bh3EIE B FF Assistant Programme Officer

* Z7E LI BeiShelley (FH from 9/2019)
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CHUNG Sheung Po
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B Z [@ 2 Student Interns
(7/2019-6/2020)

MOK Cho Yu
VEUES

6/2019-7/2019
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WONG Hon Yi Tess
(7/2019-8/2019)

PN 2

CHEUNG Tin Lok LAl Hoi Ching Abby
(1/2020-5/2020) (1/2020-5/2020)

AL
HO Yuen Lam Hazel
(6/2020-7/2020)
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In 2020, the whole
world have to face the
impact of COVID-19.
Hong Kong has
implemented a number
of measures to reduce
the risk of transmission,
such as quarantines and
immigration restrictions
to different degrees,
temporary closure of
certain venues and
establishments,
prohibiting group
gathering, advocating
"work from home, study
from home", maintaining
social distance,
compulsory mask
wearing in public places,
etc.

When the pandemic
becomes severe, some
establishments, such as
bars and massage
establishments, are
ordered to temporarily
close, affecting
livelihoods of many. The
AFRO Centre as well can
only provide limited
face-to-face services.
When circumstances
permit, we distribute
anti-pandemic packages
to workers in the sex
industry through
outreach services, to
remind everyone to pay
attention to personal
hygiene and stay
healthy.
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In response to the
changes, AFRO has
further expanded its
Internet-based services,
such as video
conferences, online
talks, and delivery of
constantly updated
information to sex
workers via online
platforms and social
medias.

Thanks to our
colleagues for their
professionalism. Even
when working from
home, they do not stop
caring about how sex
workers are affected by
the pandemic and

continue to seek
resources for new
service. At the same
time, AFRO sincerely
thanks all individuals
and organisations for
their sponsorship, in-
kind donation and
assistance to sex
workers.

The difficult 2020 is
almost over. | hope that
the pandemic will be
brought under control
soon in 2021 and all
will slowly recover, and
that we can pay visit to
more sex workers soon
to learn about their lives
in the past year.
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The second half of 2019
was shocking and sad
for Hongkongers.
Starting in 2020, Hong
Kong, like many other
places in the world, has
been hit hard by the
COVID-19. Under such a
unique time, AFRO’s
outreach and centre-
based services have also
been greatly affected.

At the same time, we,
like many organisations
and individuals around
the world, intend to
respond to and find a

way out in such a
difficult situation with
flexibility and prompt
reaction. We actively
extend our network with
sex workers on the
Internet, deliver
pandemic prevention-
related and other
important messages to
them in different
electronic forms, and
when circumstances
permit, provide face-to-
face services by
appointment.
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AFRO is fortunate to
receive support from
various funding
agencies, to help
respond to and continue
to develop in the “new
normal”. AFRO is
grateful to the American
Women's Association of
Hong Kong for its
generous donation for
the development of
AFRO’s new website,
which will serve as a
base for our online
outreach. Through this
platform, we will provide
sex workers with more
comprehensive
information on

occupational safety and
health, related laws and
human rights etc.

In addition, we are
sincerely grateful to The
Hong Kong Jockey Club
Charities Fund for
funding Jockey Club
Community
Sustainability Fund —
Walking Together
Through Adversity
Project, which aims to
provide mental health
education and support
services to sex workers
who are in even more
difficult situations due to
the pandemic.
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At the same time, we
would also like to
express our heartfelt
gratitude to the Ng Teng
Fong Charitable
Foundation for making
another donation in
February 2020 after
September 2019 to
assist NGOs including
AFRO in responding to
the pandemic.

Living in unprecedented
instability and with
unpredictability, AFRO is
deeply grateful for the
trust, assistance and
support of various
foundations, donors,
service users, volunteers
and colleagues. Please
allow me to express my
sincerest gratitude to all.
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In 2019-2020, AFRO received
continuous support from the AIDS
Trust Fund and the Beat Drugs Fund.
With outreach, online outreach and
service centre activities as the
backbone of our services, we provided
sex workers with HIV prevention and
anti-drugs education, as well as STI
and HIV testing and anti-drug
counselling service.
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The social events in the second half of
2019 temporarily affected the
operation of the service centre and
outreach in individual areas. When the
COVID-19 pandemic hit, the service
centre and the entertainment venues
involved in outreach services were
more than once temporarily closed,
which significantly affected the work
and service provision of AFRO. The
number of outreach contacts with sex
workers dropped from 4,423 in
2018-2019 to 2,974, and the
number of centre-based contacts
dropped from 2,415 to 1,885.
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To avoid the risk of infection, from the
beginning of 2020 to date, outreach
testing services have been put on
hold. HIV, STl and Pap smear tests are
provided at the Centre only during the
“window periods” when has slowed
down and under the condition that
adequate prevention measures are
applied. The number of users
therefore has dropped significantly
compared with the same period in the
previous year.
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As for online outreach, it has
increased rapidly with the
development of pandemic, and the
number of contacts has also increased
significantly.

In the past, text messages were mostly
used for online outreach, or later
supplemented by telephone contact.
However, as the pandemic changed
communication habits, we also started
making video calls and using online
conference software for counselling
and more in-depth interaction with sex
workers.
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No. of Times of AFRO Clinic Service Used by Sex Workers
(Outreach and Centre-based)
(7/2019-6/2020)

Mainland China,
41, 5%

Other, 11, 1%
Philippines, 94, .
11%

Thailand, 13, 2%
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No. of Online Outreach Contacts with Sex Workers
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= Private messages through the Internet = Mobile apps = SMS

s d o)



.

IR ER T TRl 4R

EXSEEEH - R2019F10714
HEEEEFTEY G A AT
ETNE  TEREEFEEMHIFNIR
o BIARE LESEM LIESRET
ARFERVIE I A PR - tEENE TS
HEASS LIFRIARIRETE] -

EXSESNERRELERED L

RHEFEANNGEETELEER
SABFFEIIRELIIR - LIRE
IRFARR ARG - BREEEAR L
VRS EFIVET - MERRZES
=& - B ELIE L VEST -

e

Professional and Volunteer
Training

AFRO was invited by the Beat Drugs
Fund to share with interested

individuals at the Hong Kong Jockey
Club Drug InfoCentre on 14 October
2019. Topics shared included the
current status of sex work in Hong
Kong, the situation and restrictions
faced by frontline staff when
implementing the programme at
various types of sex

workers' workplaces, and our future
plans for anti-drug work in different
sex venues.

With funding from the Beat Drugs
Fund and the AIDS Trust Fund, during
the year we continued to conduct
professional training and volunteer
training for anti-drug education for sex
workers, as well as training for HIV
ambassadors. These activities were
basically conducted in a face-to-face
manner. However, due to the impact
of the pandemic, part of them were
later was moved online.
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HARIS - HIV and AIDS Response
Indicator Survey for Female Sex
Worker (2019 & 2020)

Despite the low HIV prevalence
among female sex workers in Hong
Kong, in order to monitor the
prevalence of HIV infection in Hong
Kong and related risk behaviours, in
collaboration with NGOs, the
Department of Health regularly invites
female sex workers to participate in
questionnaire surveys.

The 2019 questionnaire survey
started in June and completed in
August. AFRO successfully invited 362
female sex workers to participate. The
one in 2020 was once carried out but
eventually put on hold due to the
pandemic. The survey results are
expected to help related departments
and NGOs gain a better understanding
of the industry and contribute to the
formulation of strategies for
prevention and education.
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Meeting the Crime Prevention
Bureau

AFRO and other sex workers’ support
groups met with the Crime Prevention
Bureau on 23/8/2019. At the
meeting, the AFRO representative
raised concerns about the police
officers’ refusal to wear and display
their warrant cards when on duty. We
consider it a complete violation of the
educational message that Crime
Prevention Bureau has

always endeavored to deliver in the
past years. We expressed our worries
that it had become extremely difficult
for the support groups to convince
sex workers that the police officers
would follow the laws and orders. In
addition, the groups were also
worried that the criminals would take
this opportunity to impersonate a
police officer and commit crime.
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The police representative responded
that the actions that police officers
take during demonstrations should be
distinguished from the police’s
community visits to sex workers’
workplaces. He assured that sex
workers could feel safe and confident
to ask the police officers to produce
their warrant cards during community
visits. The sex workers’ support
groups responded that the groups
could only relay the police’'s message
to the sex workers, but could not
guarantee whether the sex workers
would still have trust in the police and
dare to seek help from them.
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We would like to express our most sincere thanks to the following donors and supporters
for their generous help in the past year.

American Women's Association
Of Hong Kong

Beat Drugs Fund

Department of Family Medicine
and Primary Care, The
University of Hong Kong

Diagnostix Pathology
Laboratories Ltd.

tudio Ltd.

Ng Teng Fong Charitable

Foundation

Professional Wills

S. K. Yee Medical Foundation

The AIDS Trust Fund

The Hong Kong Council of

Social Service

T ong Joc
ust

The Jockey Club School of

Public Health and Primary Care,
The Chinese University of Hong

Kong

The Shamdasani Foundation

The Sir Robert Ho Tung
Charitable Fund

Vita Printing Co.

Will's Diamond Ltd.
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