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Action for REACH OUT was officially established in 1993.
We offer services and support to women working in the
sex industry. We firmly believe that sex work is a
legitimate occupation and we advocate the acceptance
of sex workers’ rights and decriminalisation of sex work.

AFRO is a registered charitable organisation, a member
of Hong Kong Women's Coalition on Equal
Opportunities, the Hong Kong Coalition of AIDS
Services Organizations, the Hong Kong Council of Social
Service, and the Global Alliance against Traffic in
Women.
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We believe that for the advancement of society, every
individual’s personal freedom, dignity and basic human
rights should be protected and promoted. Society
should embrace diversity and facilitate the efforts of all
sectors to bring about necessary social change to
enable all persons to enjoy their human rights.

We endeavour to ensure that every sex worker has the
rights to:

-- Obtain fair treatment by law;

-- Be free from coercion and violence;

-- Safeqguard her/his own health;

-- Be treated as a person, a service provider, and not as
a commodity;

-- Have the terms of contracts honoured and not
changed without consent.
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Chairperson:

Vice-Chair:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Members:

Patron:

Ms. Victoria CHEUK Chiu Man

Dr. Francois FONG Yeung

Ms. PANG Sui Fong

Mr. HO Wai Ming

Mr. KAM Man Fai

Mr. LAU Tsz Chun

Ms. Nancy LEUNG LUI Mo Ching
Ms. Moyreen TILBROOK

Ms. Winnie YUEN Wing Yan

Mrs. Anne Marden
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Executive Director: Kendy YIM Kit Sum

Senior Programme Officer: Cherry CHUI Man Chi

Programme Officers: Hazel LEUNG Hoi Shan
Sylvan PANG Sze Wan

Social Work Officer (P/T): LEUNG Kai Man
Social Work Assistant: Katie NG KaYi (From 9/2016)

Accountant (Volunteer): Lucy TAMYee Ha



B4 Student Interns

e 7
£ y
K
w
7 |

Actlo for
REACH OUT

FE I ¥ Connie CHIU PuiYee
(6/2016-7/2016)

T %8 & YeniWONG YuenYing
(6/2016-7/2016)

22545 Eunice LEUNG Yee Ching
(8/2016)

LLIFHZ=% MikiYAMADA
(10/2016-2/2017)

Z1EH Agnes LI Tsz Vi
(5/2017)

Z2RYFS Kevin LAI Hui Pong
(5/2017)

72522 Anna TAM Hoi Man
(6/2017)

FE 8 X Kitty CHAU Wing Yan
(6/2017)

R Tina NG Pui Tin
(6/2017-7/2017)

T2 Theodore YIP Yik Chun
(6/2017-7/2017)
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From volunteer to staff member to Chairperson,
before | even realised, it had been more that 20 years
since | joined AFRO. Witnessing the development of
the organisation -- from a organisation with only 2-3
staff members, to now with 5 full-time and one half-
time staff members, | can tell that our work is
recognised. And | am grateful for all the support and
encouragement.

Witnessing the changes in the organisation, seeing
that sex workers now know better about protecting
themselves, and that they are now somehow better
understood, on behalf of AFRO, | would like to thank
all current and former staff members and volunteers
of AFRO for their endeavour.
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Yet, there has not been any change in sex work
related laws. Sex workers still have to deal with their
clients all by themselves and thus live in fear. Every
now and then we still hear about sex workers being
robbed or not paid after providing services. Some
are even injured. It is indeed not difficult to
understand how helpless they are.

But in any case, we won't let frustration beat us
down. We will still strive for decriminalisation of sex
worker and better protection for sex workers. As the
very first sex workers’ support group in Hong Kong,
we promise that we will always and unreservedly
work for our belief: sex workers, like all human
beings, should be respected and protected.
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“Constant dropping wears away a stone”. When | was a
kid, what | learnt from it was of course the typical lesson
-- patience, persistence, and perseverance. They simply
were vocabularies from textbooks or dictionaries,
hardly make a kid who had little life experience feel a
thing.

After so many years, | can finally understand a bit more
about the meaning of these three “"P”s and thus keep
reminding myself of the importance of them. Yet, what |
have learnt from the past years and gradually accepted
is that, to wear away a stone, probably what we need
most is not any of the three “"P”s, but a stubborn belief.

In mid 2017, an online channel took video of sex workers
with hidden camera and uploaded them, in which sex
workers’ faces were shown without or only with little
pixilation, onYouTube. A sex worker was identified and
confronted by her family member, and later attempted
suicide. In early 2018, a robber who targeted a few sex
workers was sent to the court. A few journalists from
various newspapers failed to protect the identity of the
victims and disclosed their full names in the online
articles.
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Though perhaps with different intentions, the impacts,
and harm, that the two media related cases can cause
sex workers is the same huge. Fortunately, both issues
were in the end settled. But the truth that we cannot
deny is: It's still a long way to go.

The road to success is not straight. Sometimes we take
a wrong turn. Sometimes we get lost. Sometimes we
think we are already near and only until later find that it
is just a complete misunderstanding.

We need to be patient, persistent, perseverant, and yes,
also stubborn.

Thanks all for sharing the stubborn belief with AFRO!
Without you, the world would have never been the
same, though unfortunately still far from perfectly,
beautiful!
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For long, AFRO has been providing services and support
to female sex workers, fairly, reasonably and non
judgmentally, regardless of their age, nationality,
condition of stay or other background. We conduct
outreach and online outreach, provide 24 hours hotline,
run AFRO Clinic and AFRO Shop, offer counselling
service, visits, accompanying and referrals, and
organise fun activities. In various forms, we conduct
education and empowerment programmes on health,
occupational safety, legal and human rights etc.

In the past year, we invested more resources in reaching
out to hidden and hard-to-reach sex workers, such as
those who are only active on social media and do not
work in particular venue, in the hope of consolidating
our network with them. We shared with them important
information and provided needed services. Although
they only make up a small fraction of the population of
the sex industry, to us it is the same important to make
sure that accurate information and adequate services
are available.
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No. of Outreach and Centre-based Contacts with Sex Workers %ﬁon »
(7/2016-6/2017) REACH OUT
Bl %5 Eig AN
Nationality No. of Contacts
AN Outreach /() Centre-based
2016/17 2015/16 2016/17 2015/16
=) 3771(78.33%)  3480(77.94%) 2195 (87.62%) 2308 (83.17%)
Hong Kong
CP [ AP 66 (1.37%) 205 (4.59%) 226 (9.02%) 402 (14.49%)
Mainland China
JEEE 626 (13.00%) 512 (11.47%) 47 (1.88%) 37 (2.33%)
The Philippines
Z= ¥ 274 (5.69%) 219 (4.90%) 32 (1.28%) 28 (1.01%)
Thailand
HAh 77 (1.60%) 49 (1.10%) 5 (0.20%) 0 (0.00%)
Other

#a 2] Total 4814 (100%) 4465 (100%) 2505 (100%) 2775 (100%)
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No. of Outreach and Centre-based Contacts with Sex Workers =

(7/2016-6/2017)

T {Es5Fh
Work Place

SENE Bar

~HIOK®KEHRE

Karaoke Nightclub
RZEBEEIEA
Sauna/Hair Salon/Foot Spa
— g

One-sex worker Apartment

3788 Street

Eth Other
#8 2] Total

EE AR

No. of Contacts

YNFE Outreach
2016-17

953 (19.80%)
573 (11.90%)

1592 (33.07%0)

1498 (31.12%)

198 (4.11%)

0 (0.00%)

4814 (100%)

2015-16
786 (17.60%)

512 (11.47%)

1254 (28.09%)

1554 (34.80%)

359 (8.04%)
0 (0.00%)

4465 (100%)

Action for
REACH OUT

10\ Centre-based
2016/17
57 (2.28%)

367 (14.65%)

2015/16
37 (1.33%)
289 (10.41%)

377 (15.05%) 341 (12.29%)

556 (22.20%) 589 (21.23%)

949 (37.88%) 1193 (43.00%)

199 (7.94%) 326 (11.75%)

2505 (100%) 2775 (100%)
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No. of AFRO Clinic Service used by Sex Workers ion e
(Outreach and Centre-based) (7/2016-6/2017) REACH OUT
Bl%E {E A AR FERE

Nationality No. of Service Used

2016/17 2015/16

e 1036 (79.39%) 953 (75.28%)

Hong Kong

oP [38] K Pz 55 (4.21%) 89 (7.03%)

Mainland China

JERE 168 (12.87%) 159 (12.56%)

The Philippines

2= 37 (2.84%) 59 (4.66%)

Thailand

HAh 9 (0.69%) 6 (0.47%)

Other

#a 2] Total 1305 (100%) 1266 (100%)
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No. of Hotline Calls made by Sex Workers ion B
(7/2016-6/2017) REACH OUT

Bl#E {5 FA AR #5 R &Y
Nationality No. of Service Used

2016/17 2015/16
B8 1280 (96.24%) 1658 (94.10%)
Hong Kong
oP 28] K P 7 (0.53%) 29 (1.65%)
Mainland China
JEEE 10 (0.75%) 33 (1.87%)
he Philippines
EE 25 (1.88%) 36 (2.04%)
Thailand
HAth 8 (0.60%) 6 (0.34%)
Other

#A 2] Total 1330 (100%) 1762 (100%)



1.5 48 BN TIEAR =

No. of Online Outreach Contacts with Sex Workers 5
(7/2016-6/2017) REACH OUT

R =g AR
Communication Channel No. of Contacts

2016/17 2015/16
= R NGNS 1542 (4.14%) 1330 (6.41%)

Private messages through the internet
(internet forums/social media)

FHEHEI 21098 (56.61%) 4873 (23.50%)
Mobile apps

Fxgaf 14632 (39.26%) 14530 (70.08%)
SMS

A2 Total 37272 (100%) 20733 (100%)
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f’_—“rt._ ﬁi fﬁ,% Pideg Fnjé - i* /':'\”iLLI tiﬁj workshops for interested parties, to let them
%E@TT%?EIE EJ”\Jﬁ KRER A m?ﬁlﬁ Iﬂf understand more about the sex industry in Hong Kong,
Vi EZHEEAREERA JBEEERESE - and explore drug use, sexual health and personal safety
M TIEEEL/ELBIEN MEERA issues related to sex workers. Together, we identified
BZeRBEZEME - BAEFMZMEZEE - 9= the risks and myths, and shared on prevention

RAFEI A R EXRIRHE V7 f&fE - education and case following etc.
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The Social Movement Film Festival

On g November 2016, AFRO joined the Social Movement
Film Festival’s screening of “Tales of the Night Fairies” and
"o my friend [dubars initiative for other marginalised
people]” as well as discussion session after screening. The
two films followed key members of the sex workers
organisation - DMSC. The former documented the origin of
the organisation, and the personal reflections of the
workers there. The latter documented the organisation’s
work with other marginalised groups. The discussion
among audiences after the screening was quite passionate.
It touched on topics ranging from moral judgments,
discrimination, concept of exploitation and sex, to the
connection of sex workers’ organisations and other
marginalised communities. Participants actively shared
ideas and opinions. A sex worker shared her view that sex
work can be a coercion free option for adults, where sex
workers can gain both economic benefits and personal
pleasure. An ex-sex worker also shared her experiences of
changing profession and emphasised on the importance of
choices.
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Sex workers come from diverse backgrounds. However,

MITEZTTMAE— I FEINREATESS - they face a singular challenge, which is that some
EEEERFNEIDATE FFEM AEEFZN people attempt to interfere with others’ sex lives and
=PI RRAEMERNTEEEEES] - M T/EEE| sexual desire by exerting control over their work by
W — LR B R EE W= . MIERAIEET means of laws. The problems that sex workers face at
ER9EE - work indeed await improvements, but they should not

become the excuse to eliminate and marginalise sex
work and sex workers.
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Responses of Candidates towards Women'’s Issues from
This Year’s Legislative Council Election

Hong Kong Women's Coalition on Equal Opportunities,
which AFRO is a member of, sent out a survey to
candidates in various categories of 2016 Legislative
Council Election, including the geographical
constituencies and functional constituencies, inquiring
their stances on the promotion of women’s issues in
eight main domains, including political, economical,
employment, family and community, medical and
health, violence against women, the setting up of a
committee to monitor the government, upholding The
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination Against Women, as well as gender issues.
In total, the response rate was 30% (47 surveys
returned). 37 responses came from the geographical
constituencies, 6 from the District Council (Second), and
4 from the functional constituencies.
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The Four Appeals Relating to Sex Workers’ Rights
include:

MIEE R TIFiEm 2 BEamK B4

- The government should review the personal safety of

K FEMG S — 18— M TEZASZTRN . wotmen \{vorlf[i:gli.n (I)tni?sex &Oikfhr apartmir;ts, alas well
SH 5 as to review the limitations that the current lega

A fj: 517 = i% ) ffEI'f"E/%_}r}ﬂ_Z i EE%J Tlm IEQ = framework poses on sex workers; to amend laws and to

BlasteDd—18 —ﬁ;z:—'f—-r A R SR B L allow at least two sex workers to work at the same place;

FERSUE—EEZEMIRIE M L - as well as to provide a platform for discussion for

allowing sex workers in Hong Kong to work in a much

178/ HHJ bR T HAEEERMmEEMA L REIK safer environment.
fse TMLIEIEMISIES -

- To abolish Soliciting for an immoral purpose from the
Crime Ordinance, and to study the possibility of sex

ZKREREFTH G5! - BUBM ?ﬁ'@] NETHEE work decriminalisation.
SEMERE - OEREFZNANDESS | |
W B RSB E e E IR T 4F - - To urge the Hong Kong Police Force to amend its

enforcement guidelines - to cease giving police officers
the rights to receive free sexual services, such as hand
jobs in order to prosecute; as well as to urge the Hong
Kong Police Force to view and manage sex work related
cases with an open mind and sincere attitude.
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NEM TIES TIE - S5 — )8 T/EME Y I-To rEcoanisE that sex wolrk is worlf,- tp all?olish any
) % S B BEM T EEMNE R A . aw that has been put in pace.tg criminalise sex

work and sex work related activities, and to respect

sex workers’ basic human rights.
ERBEEREE  sRFBREMERE—[E
FEER  EaSUSEEZE JLITIREGE - The elections had ended and the results were
HEEZFESEIN T EITEAEMEAE | o finalised. AFRO, along with other NGOs, will

continue to monitor and urge all elected members
of the Legislative Council to fulfill their promises
during elections, and to bring forth the issue of sex
work to the Legislative Council and society.
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International Day to End Violence Against Sex Workers
(27 Dec)

Four organisations supporting sex workers, including
AFRO, Midnight Blue, Teen’s Key, JJJ Association,
organised a Top Ten list of News concerning sex workers
in 2016, hoping to remind the public of the violence and
discrimination sex workers encounter on a daily basis.
The discriminations against sex workers which lead to
the disdain and hatred for sex workers in some people,
as well as the legal limitation on the definition of “vice
establishment”, are all integral parts that lead to
violence against sex workers. Violence can manifest in
forms of physical abuse, sexual abuse, faking as a
policeman to distort and threaten sex workers, or it
could also come in the forms of police abuse of power
which includes unfair treatment or receiving free sexual
services.
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Violence could also manifest systematically. The way
evidences are collected by law enforcement and judicial
authorities which permits the submission of condoms
as legal evidences, and formally forcing sex workers to
work alone without support, are all part of the
systematic violence against sex workers which are too
often rationalised in the name of protecting public
interest.

The four organisations also initiated a “one person one
letter” action. In total, 87 sex workers and 98 public
members signed our joint statement, requesting the
Hong Kong Advisory Council of AIDS to include the
issue of “Stop using condoms as legal evidence for
prosecution of sex work” in the 2017 — 2021 AIDS
strategies for Hong Kong. They were delivered to the
Advisory Council on AIDS Secretariat by representatives
from the four organisations on 4 January, 2017, urging
them to respond to the appeal from the sex workers'’
communities and confronting the issue regarding sex
workers’ safety.
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Sharing with Officers in Detective Training Centre

AFRO was invited to Detective Training Centre on
29 March 2017, to share our knowledge and
concerns regarding sex work. In particular, we
shared with the officers about the questionable
procedures and attitudes in handling sex work cases
(regardless of whether the sex worker is the victim
of a crime or under investigation). Often, sex
workers are not read their rights and are not ensured
the protection of personal rights under the laws.

This sharing was unprecedented and the response
was basically positive. We hope the police force can
include sex work related issues in their regular
training programs, so that the frontline police
officers can have more contact and understanding
of the community, and improve quality of law
enforcement.
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For the period between 7/2016 and 6/2017, we were
honoured to receive generous support from various
agencies for our different areas of work. We feel
compelled to express our grateful thanks to The AIDS
Trust Fund, Beat Drugs Fund, S.K. Yee Medical
Foundation, Apple Daily Charitable Foundation and
Sedan Chair Charities Fund.

We held a charity sale on 4 Dec 2016 and raised
HK$17200. And from the AFRO charity walk held on 26
Feb 2017 and the donation boxes placed in bars in Wan
Chai, HK$29600 and HK$29238.3 were raised.
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