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Action for REACH OUT was

officially established in 1993.

We offer services and
support to women working
in the sex industry. We firmly
believe that sex work is a
legitimate occupation and
we advocate the
acceptance of sex workers
rights and decriminalisation
of sex work.

AFRO is a registered
charitable organisation, a
member of Hong Kong
Women's Coalition on
Equal Opportunities, the
Hong Kong Coalition of

AIDS Services Organizations,

the Hong Kong Council of
Social Service, and the
Global Alliance against
Traffic in Women.
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For the advancement of society, every individual’s
personal freedom, dignity and basic human rights
should be protected and promoted. Society should
embrace diversity and facilitate the efforts of all sectors
to bring about necessary social change to enable all
persons to enjoy their human rights.
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Every sex worker should have the rights to:

-- Obtain fair treatment by law;

-- Be free from coercion and violence;

-- Safeguard her/his own health;

-- Be freated as a person, a service provider, and not as
a commodity;

-- Have the terms of contracts honoured and not
changed without consent.
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o= 1 TIARESZ Executive Director
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sR&K/L\ Fannie CHEUNG Wing Sum
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With the vision of “dignity and basic human rights should be
protected and promoted”, AFRO has been dedicated to providing
support for sex workers in the past 26 years. Last year, AFRO received
funding from various governmental and charitable funds and
successfully implemented a number of programmes, which was indeed
an affirmation of AFRO’s work. The funding allows AFRO to provide
diversified services for female sex workers, including but not limited to
oufreach, testing, hotline, case work, centre activities and public
education. These services not only improved the physical and mental
health of sex workers, but also increased the awareness of their rights, as
well as promoted the understanding and acceptance of sex workers by
the general public.

Although we faced many challenges last year, one of which was
the shortage of manpower, the AFRO team demonstrated their
professionalism to ensure smooth running of the centre. We would like to
express our sincere gratitude to all colleagues and volunteers, including
Ms. Sylvan Pang, who has worked with us for more than 10 years before
she left AFRO in mid-2019. The dedication and efforts of the team have

conftributed significantly to the sustainable development of AFRO. | 0
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While the society has gained more understanding of sex work,
the stigma attached to sex workers has yet diminished. Such a
social atmosphere has prevented sex workers from seeking services
they needed or speaking out for their rights. Moreover, it is
observed that the sex work industry has changed over the past few
years. Sex work industry is highly mobile and vulnerable to social
factors. Therefore, in additional to promoting sexual health
screening, education, legal and rights advocacy, AFRO will also
communicate with all sectors of the community, aiming to create a
fair environment and develop appropriate services in respond to
the needs of our service users.

Our resolution will not change despite the changing times. In
the coming year, AFRO will continue to walk with sex workers with

our vision and mission.
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Over the years, we insisted
on caring for the services
and development needs of
sex workers from a holistic
perspective. In 7/2018-
6/2019, we are fortunate to
be continuously funded by
the AIDS Trust Fund, Beat
Drugs Fund and the Apple
Daily Charitable Foundation
to carry out related work.

Within the framework of
integrated services, through
outreach, online outreach,
centre activities, testing
Services, hotlines, case
follow-ups, counselling and
referrals, we provide sexual
health, women's health,
mental health, drug
education, occupational
safety, legal and human
rights related information,
education, services and
support in all aspects for sex
workers.
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Although from 7-12/2018,
due to lack of manpower,
our work progress was
slightly affected, resulting in
a decrease in the overall
service statistics of 7/2018-6
/2019 compared with the
previous year. However,
thanks to the staff team
and the volunteers. All
funded projects were still
successfully completed as
scheduled.

At the same fime, we are,
as always, sharing our
observations and
understandings on the sex
worker s’ community
through participating in
school lectures, media
interviews, providing
internship opportunities,
hosting public education
workshops, volunteer
training, and professional
training, to strive for public
recognition and support for
the equal human rights of
sex workers.
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No. of Outreach Contacts with Sex Workers (by workplace)
(7/2018-6/2019)
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No. of Centre-based Contacts with Sex Workers (by nationality)
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No. of Centre-based Contacts with Sex Workers (by workplace)
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No. of Times of AFRO Clinic Service Used by Sex Workers
(Ovutreach and Centre-based)

(7/2018-6/2019)

Hong Kong (1136)
® Mainland China (51)
® Philippines (156)
® Thailand (15)
m Other (28)

82%
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No. of Online Outreach Contacts with Sex Workers
(7/2018-6/2019)
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As for advocacy, we
understand the importance of
uniting our peers, and for many
years we have worked closely
with multiple sex worker support
groups, the member groups of
Hong Kong Women's Coalition
on Equal Opportunities and
Hong Kong Coalition of AIDS
Service Organizations.

In 2018-2019, AFRO, JJJ
Association, Teen's Key and
Midnight Blue maintain regular
meetings with the Crime
Prevention Bureau of the Hong
Kong Police Force, to reflect the
violation of personal safety and
personal privacy encountered
by sex workers in the workplace
and on the Internet, as well as
the various issues that sex
workers may encounter when
interacting with police officers,
and strive for improvement.
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On the platform of Hong Kong
Women's Coadlition on Equal
Opportunities, AFRO and other
women's groups pay close
attention to women’s rights
related issues (in AFRO’s case
especially sex workers).

At the end of April 2019, the Law
Reform Commission of Hong
Kong released a report and
advocated “the crime of
voyeurism™ and “the crime of
shooting the skirt without
consent”. The Coalition were
concerned that unauthourised
distribution of private images on
the Internet and sneak shots on
women's chests were not
covered in the report, thus
expressed opinions and urged
the government to study
legislative regulation, and front-
line police officers to strengthen
law enforcement.
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For the period between 7/2018 and 6/2019, we were
honoured to receive generous support for our different
areas of work. We would like to record our very sincere
thanks to The AIDS Trust Fund, Beat Drugs Fund, Apple
Daily Charitable Foundation, The Board of
Management of The Chinese Permanent Cemeteries
and The American Women's Association of Hong Kong.

The charity sale held on 18 Nov 2018 and the
walkathon held on 28 Apr 2019 raised HK$12,205 and
HK$41,700 respectively. And from the donation boxes
placed in bars in Wan Chai and the AFRO Centre,
HK$16,644.2 was raised.
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We would like to express our most
sincere thanks to the following
donors and supporters for their
generous help during the year
2018/19.

Apple Daily Charitable Foundation
Beat Drugs Fund

Department of Family Medicine and Primary Care,
The University of Hong Kong

Diagnostix Pathology Laboratories Ltd.

Kum Studio Ltd.

Neo-Health (HK) Limited

Professional Wills

The AIDS Trust Fund

The American Women’s Association of Hong Kong.

The Board of Management of The Chinese
Permanent Cemeteries

The Jockey Club School of Public Health and
Primary Care, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The Shamdasani Foundation
Vita Printing Co.
Will's Diamond Ltd.
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